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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear Jesus.” Stop
and think about the enormity of that sentence. In just a few short words, the heart
and beauty of the Christian Gospel are set before us and the parables that follow
only serve to elaborate on this statement. It wasn’t holy and good people drawing
near to Jesus. The pharisees and scribes only drew near to Jesus so that they might
challenge and reject Him. It was the bad people, the wicked, the cheats, the
prostitutes. They wanted to hear this man who was promising God’s forgiveness,
something they had not dare imagine before.

Jesus SINNERS doth receive. He gladly invites them into His presence. The very
people a holy and just God should despise and abhor, Jesus draws to Himself like a
magnet. He doesn’t despise them or turn away from them as those do who believe
they themselves are good. He wants them. He is pleased to be with and among
them because they need Him. They, we, are dead without Him. The very fact that
they have rebelled and turned against their Creator is the reason that there is Jesus,
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. The Son of God came
with the singular purpose of being among sinners so that He might save them from
their sin. No one who has confronted the ugliness of their sin would ever imagine
that God would want them in His presence. the guilt and shame are so often
unbearable such that we can’t even turn our eyes to heaven. “I’mawreck. I’ma
hopeless cause 1I’m worthless. 1’m a worm and not a man.” But that is exactly
what God desires! And so, by the preaching of salvation, He draws near to us and
He draws us near to Jesus. In this preaching we hear the unimaginable news that
the holy God has laid claim to our sin as His own and instead clothed us with
righteousness - the offended has become the offender and suffered the punishment
so that the true offender might live forever with God.

It is absolutely incredible that Jesus would have these tax collectors, murderers,
adulterers, and Gentiles surrounding Him and enjoying His fellowship. It defies all
logic. More than that. It seems to defy the very Law of God! These are the people
that should be utterly excluded from God’s presence by God’s own judgment. The
Pharisees’ grumbling is quite understandable. They know well the story of Moses
and Mt. Sinai, how the mountain burned and quaked as the divine Law was given.



It was terrifying. God hates sin. He hates your sin no matter how you try to pretty
it up. He hates your laziness, your pride, your greed, your cruel words, your luke-
warm faith, your silicon in the face of falsehood, your worry. He can’t tolerate it.
He can’t abide evil. It must be eternally cast out of His presence.

The Ten Commandments are absolute. There is no room for debate or excuses.
You either keep them or you don’t. If you are holy as the Lord your God is holy
then it will be well with you and you will receive the promised reward of eternal
life. If you walk in the ways of the Lord then you will enjoy His fellowship and
eat at His table. But if not, if God is not your highest good, your only good, and
His will your greatest joy at all times, if you despise His gifts, if you walk in the
folly and wicked ways of this world, then the Word is equally clear - you must die
for your sin eternally; you must forever be separated from God and every ounce of
His mercy and goodness - no daily bread, no peace, no joy, not even a gentle
breeze.

But Jesus is no Moses. Jesus didn’t come to do what the Law already does very
effectively and completely. He didn’t come to kill. He didn't need to. We are
already dead everyone of us. We lie. We cheat. We steal. We covet. We lust.
We doubt. We worry. All of these confirm that we are not with God. All of the
condemn us because they all call God a liar. The Law makes that abundantly clear.
The Law shows us our lost and hopeless condition. It exposes the reality that there
isn’t a drop of goodness in a single one of us. There is no one who does good. No,
not one. The problem isn’t the Law. The Law isn’t evil or flawed. We are. Of
ourselves we are incapable of and unwilling to obey the commandments. We are
evil. The Holy Law of God has a 100% success rate when it comes to revealing
the evil of our hearts. You can be sure if it demands something of you, you
haven’t done it.

And that’s exactly why Jesus draws near - because the Law’s condemnation is true
and we ought to be condemned to hell for eternity. God doesn’t want you or any
other sinner to die. He has prepared a way. Jesus comes to save, to gather
wandering sheep and lost coins. And then having gathered even one, Jesus gathers
all of heaven to rejoice. Repentance causes heaven to erupt with shouts of
unrestrained joy! The only other thing that causes joy in heaven is God Himself.
Your good works don’t do that. Contrite sinners do because contrite sinners live in
the truth and love the mercy that God bestows so generously upon us in Christ.

Jesus is the seat and source of God’s mercy and no one needs mercy accept
wretched sinners. That’s why He wants you with Him. He wants to pour out



God’s mercy to you. By no means does Jesus ignore your guilt or the sinful
desires of your heart. He sees them more clearly than you can. But, thanks be to
God, “the saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners...” (1 Tim. 1:15) Amazing! God wants to be
surrounded by sinners. Not, of course, to excuse or participate in our sin. He can’t
and won’t do that. But He can and He does bear your guilt for you. He can, and
He has been charged with your sins, died for them, and risen as the Victor over
them. He wants to give us life, to reconcile us to God, to cover us in His
righteousness. He wants the only voice your conscience hears to be His absolving
you of your sin “Take drink, this is my Blood which | have shed for you the
forgiveness of all your sins.”

It is most certainly true: we are sinners through and through. What” more, at times
we have fallen into the trap of believing that we actually are better than the drunk,
the prostitute, the crooked politician, the thief, the abortionast, the Muslim
terrorist, the person next to us in the pew. We have taken our turn in the seat of the
Pharisees as though we need less mercy than them. We have refused to show
mercy to those who have grieved us, who have sinned against us, whom we have
judged unworthy of forgiveness.

Repent. Christ will not be found among those who don’t need mercy, who aren’t
terrified by their sins, who will not count themselves among the tax collectors and
every other sinner. Those who believe themselves to be righteous enough are
those who refuse to gather around Jesus and receive the gifts He gives. Their
bellies are filled with the mammon of this world and their own purported
righteousness. Their place around Christ’s table will be taken from them. But for
those who consciences are tormented by guilt and shame, who live in terror
because they know the Spirit of God searches the heart and mind, who confess that
the Law’s judgment against them is right and just, Christ Jesus has come with the
soothing balm of God’s forgiving love. He is the invitation into the very presence
of God we know we could never possibly deserve. By His Word He draws you
near to Himself, proclaiming God’s desire to save you. He gathers you up into His
arms and carries you out of death. He holds before you His wounded hands and
side which have been pierced for your peace. He doesn’t give you more to do. He
offers you gifts. He invites you to the seat at His table which He has prepared for
you.

This is why the church will always be derided and scorned by the world - it is filled
with sinners, with broken people, with the undesirables, with the weak, with the
hurting. The unbelieving world thinks that it is none of those things. The world



despises them because it is too filled with its own righteousness. But Christ
through His Church receives them and rejoices over them. The Gospel will always

find a home among the hopeless and helpless, the poor and needy, the lost and the
lonely.

To such as these, such as us, no sweeter words could be proclaimed or bring us as
much joy as this - the Lord Jesus wants sinners to draw near to him. God grant that
you find fresh joy in this divine invitation to the Savior’s presence and surround
you with fellow sinners with whom you can share this rich mercy of God.

In the Name of +Jesus.



